Dunstable, Pepperell, and Tyngsborough ( or by the city of .

Lowell and any two or more of the. said towns as shall accept said

Chapter 94 of the Acts of 1967 ).

In consideration of the mutual promises herein contained,

it is hereby agreed =s follows:

. | CL izl -(_”j,,-/,,_?' —
Pk s
,.—‘ﬁb : f
T
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AGREEXENT WITH RESPECT TO THE ESTABLISIRENT t
|
OF A VOCATIONAL REGIUNAL SCHGCL DISTRICT
,I
il -
This agrecment is eatered into pursuant to Chapter 94 of

e the Acts of 19GT by the city of Lowell and the towns of Dracut,
- ‘.F’j"
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SECTION I TIE REGICNAL DISTRICT SCHOCL COMMITTER

(A) Composition

Except as otherwise provided in subsection I { B ), the membershlp
of the reglonal district school committee shall be determined in
the following manner. Any member municipality having a population

of less than 15,000 persons according to the latest federal census

taken in every year divisible by ten shall be entitlgd to one mer
ber; any member mupicipelity having 2 populaﬁion of 15,000 or mere
persons according to suph census shall be entitled to two members;
eny member municipality ha{ing a population of 30,GU§ OF more per—
sons according to such éensus_shall be entitled to three memnersy
aﬁd proceeding in this manner, 15,000 persons shall be the meon in—
creasing number which shall entitle each member mnicipality to an
additional member, provided, however, that the eity of Lowell shall
not at any time be entitled to wore members on the regional district
school comnittiee than the total number of members to which all the
member towns which accept Chapter $4 of the Ac£s of 1967 are enti-

tled, ' li

{(B) Interim Coumittee

Within ten days after the establishment of the regional school dis—
trict,ﬁthe éity council of the city of Lowell shall appoint three
members and the mederator of each.member town shali appoint three
members to serve on the Committee, all of whoﬁ shall hava heen

menbers of the regional school district planning board which sub-
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mitted this agreement, if such members are available end willing
to serve, The members so appointed shall serve until their suc—

cessors are elected as provided in subsection I (C) and qualified.

(C) Elected XNembers . “
At the annual town elections in 1870, the town of Dracut shzall e—

lect two members, one for a term of two years and one for a term

.'of three years; the towns of Dunstable, Peppefell and Tyngsborough
shall elect one member for a term of threé years, Thereafteﬁ in
every year in which the term of office of a member expires, the
member town concerned shall, at itsrannualrtown election, elect a
mémbpr_for-a_term of three years. At the regular city election

in 1969 the city of Lowell shall élect the number qf members.to
which it is entitled in accordance with the prqvisioﬁs of subsec~
tion I (), If the said city is entitled to either two or four
members, oée'half of them shall be elected for a term of four year;
and the other half shall be electedrfor a term of two yeafs; if it
is entitled to three members, two shall be elected for a term of
four yeers and omne ghall be elected for a term of two yearsy if it

is entitled to five members, three shall be elected for a term of

four years and two shall be elected for a term of two years; and

. O
thereafter the said city of Lowell, at every biennigl election,

shall elect @ member or members for a term of four years,
If & member town is entitled to any adlitional members after any

federal cemsus is taken, such town shall elect such additional
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ﬁember for o term of three Jears at its anﬁual tovn election held
in the-second year.subsequent to the year in which the census was
taken and at its annual town election held in every third year
thereafter so long as said tovn is entitled fo any such additional
mémbers. If the number of members to which a member town is entit-
leé decreases after ahy federal census is taken the term of office
of any incumbent shall not be affected thereby, If the city of

Lowell is entitled to any additional members after anf federal cen-

sus is taken the said city shall elect such additional members for
& term of four Years at its regular biennigi election held in the
first yeﬁr subsequent to the year in which the cemnsus was taken and
at its regular biennigi election keld in every fourth year there—
after so long as said ciiy is entitled to such additional memheré.
If the number of members to which the city of;Léﬁell is entitled
decreases after any federal census is taken the tgfm of office of

-

any incumbent shall not be affected thereby,




(D) Vacancies

If a vacancy occurs among the members of the Iéterim bomﬁittee de—
‘seribed im subsection I(B), such vacancy shall be filled in the
gsame manner as the original appointment. If a vacancy occurs a—
mong the members elected by the city of Lowell under subsection

I (C), the ldcal schoel commitﬁee members from the said city and
the members of the city council, scting jointly, shall appeint a

member to serve until the next regular biennial city election, at

which election a successor shall be elected to serve for the bhal-

ance of the unexpired term, if any. If a vacancy occurs among the

members elected by the town of Dracut under subsection I1(C), the

mesbers of the local school coumittee, the members of the board of

selectmen and the remaining mewber of the regional district school

committeé from said town, ascting jointly, shall appoint a member
to serve until the next annual town election of said town, 2t
which election a successor shall be elected to serve for the bal-
ence of the uneipired term, if any. If'a vacency occurs among
the members elected by any of the remeining towns under subsec—

tion I(C), the members of the local school committee and the mem—




page 6

bers.of the board of selectmen from the town involved, acting jointi~
1y, shall appoint a member to serve until the next annual town elec~
tion of seid town, at vhich election » successor shall be elected to

serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if any,

(E) Organization and Terms of 0ffice

The term of office of any elected member from o member torm
shall commence on April 1 next following the election of such meﬁ—
ber, and the term of office of any elected member from the 01ty of
Lowell shall commuence on January 1 next f0110w1n” the election of
such member, FPromptly upon the appointment and .qualification of

the Interim Committee and on April 1 of each year thercafter, the

Commi ttee shall organize and choose by ballot a chairman and a vice

chairman from among its owm membership,

(F) Yowers and Duties

The Comm?ttee shall have all the powers and duties conferred
and imposed upon it by this agréement and such other additional pow-
ers end duties as are specified in Chapter 84 of the Acts of 1067
end any amendments thercof or additions thereto now or hereafter en-
acted, or as may be spec1f1ed in any other apprliceble r"enera.l or

! .
8pe01£$c Iam.

(G) OQuorunm
The quorum for the transaction of business shall be a ma jority

of the Cormittee, but a number less then the majority may adjourn.
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SECTION II LOCATION OF TUE REGIGNAL DISTRICT SCHOOL

The regional district school shall be located. within the geo—
graphical limits of the District and within a radius of five miles

from the Lowell Filtration Plant.

SECTION IXI TYPE OF REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOCL

The regional district échool shall be a vocational-technical
high school consisting of grades nine through twelvg¢, inclusive,
The Committee is hereby authorized td establish and maintain all
phases of vocational education, acting as trustees therefor, as are
prescribed in Chapter 74 of_the General Laws and #cts amendatory
thereof, in addition thereto or dependent thereon, including ex-
tended courses of instruction beyond the sec;ndary level in ac~

cordance with the provisions of Section 37 A of said Chepter 74.
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SECTICN IV  APPORTICKMENT AND PAYRMINT OF CCSTS INCURRED BY THE

DISTRICT

(A) Classification of Costs

For the purpdse of apportioning assessments levied by the
District against the member municipalities, costs shall be divided

into two categories; capital costs and operating costs.

(B) Cavnital Costs

Capital cosis shall include all expenses in the nature of cap-
ital outlay such as the cost of acquiring land, the cost of con—
structihg, reconstructing, or adding to a school building or build-
inés, the cost of remodeling or making extraordinary repairs to a
school building or buildings, the cost of constructing sewerage
systems and sewerage treatment and disposal facilities or the cost
of the purc@use or use of such systems with-a muniéipality, inclu~-
ding without limitation the cost of original equipment and furnish-
ings for such school buildings or additions, plans, architects®
and consuliants' fees, grading and other costs incidental {0 nlac-
ing school buildings and additions, sewerage systems and sewerage
treatuent gnd di sposal facilities, and any premises related to the
foregoing in operating condition. Capitel costs shall also include
payment of principal ofrand interest on bonds or other ohligations

issued by the District to finance capital costs.

(C) Operating Costs

Operating costs shall include all costs not included in capital




costs as defined in subsection IV(B), but including interest on tem-

porary notes issued by the District in anticipation of revenue.

(0) Apportionment of Capital Costs

Capi£a1 costs shall be apportioned among the member municifali;
ties annually in December for the emsuing calendar year on tﬁe basis
of school population us.hereinafter defined. TFor ithe purpese of
this subsection, school population shall be defined as the number of
pupilg residing in & member rmnicipality who are:enrolied in grades
one through twelve, inclusive, in any public, privete or parochial
school wherever located. Xach member ﬁunicip&lity's share of capi-

tal costs for each calendar year shell be determined by computing
- the ratio which its school population on Qctober 1 of the year‘néxt
preceding the year for which the apportionment is determined bear§
to the total scheol population from all the member municipalities
on the same date. Capital cdsté repregented by debt-service shall
he_appo#tioﬁed as a capital cost of the Year in vhich the debt ser-

vice falls due,

(E). Apportionment of Cperetine Costs

All operating costs, except those described in éubsection IV(E‘)J
for the firat calendar year next following the establishment of the
regional school district and for every calendar year thereafter shall
be apportioged to the member municipalitiesron the gasis of their
reépective pupil enrollments in the regional diétrict school, Iach

penber municipality's share of such operating costs for each calen~

dar year shall be determined by computing the ratio which that muni-
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cipality!s pupil enrollment in the regional district school on Cct~
ober 1 of the year nexi preceding the year for which the apyortion—
ment is determined bears to the total pupil enroilaents from all
the member municipalities in the regional district school on the
same dete, In computing this apportionment the Ypersons" referred
to in subsection IV’(F} shall be excluded. In the even£ that en=
rollment in the regional distric# school has not been accomplished
by Octoher 1 of any year, operating costs shali be apportioned in

the manner provided in subsection IV (D).

(F) Special Operating Costs
Thc_Comﬁittee.shall determine the operating costs for each calendar
year of any evening trade extension courses or any other types of

courses which are offered by the District to persons other than
the pupils attending the regular dey regional vocational school.
Each mezber municipality's share of such operating costé shall be
determined by computing the ratio which that runicipality's enrol-
lment of persons in such courses on November 1 of the year next
preceding the yeaf for which the apportionment is determined bears
to tlie total enrollment of persons in such courses from all the
member municipalities on the same date, In the event that enrol-
Iment in such coursef has not been accomplished by November 1 of
any year, such operéting costs shall be apportioned in the manner

provided in subsection IV {D}.

{(¢) Tinmes of Payment of Apportioned Costs

Fach member numicipality shall pey to the District in each

i
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year its proportionate-share,.certified as provided in subsection
V (C), of the capital and operating costs. Except as otherwise
provided in subsection V (4), the annual share of each member mu-
nicipality shall be paid in such amounts and at such times that at
least th; following percentages of such annual share shall be peid
on or before the dateé indicated,.respectively:

April 1 25%

June 1 603

September 15 5%

November 15 100%
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SECTICN V BUDGET

(A) Initial Budpet

Within sixty days after the initial regional district sc?gol‘
comaittee is organized, it shallrprepare a reasonably detailed
operating ~and meintenance budget covering expenses, if any, for
the balance of the then calendar year, Copies of such proposed
budzet shall be submitted to the chairman of t@e finance or adviso-
ry committee of each member town and to the city menager of the eity
Lowell for theirrcoﬁsideration. A budget shall be adopted not ear-
lier than fourteen days but within twenty-one days after the pro-—
posed budget has hebﬁ submitted, The emount of the said budget
shall be appontioned among tﬁe member pmnicipalities according +to
the provisions of Section IV herein, The regional district treage
urer shall certify to the itreacsurer of each member municipality its
- respective share of the said budget, The sums thus certified shall
be payable by the member municipalities to the regional distric@
school committee‘but only from fuﬁds.which may be or may have been

apﬁropriated by the member municipelities for such purvose,

(B) Tentotive Operating and Maintenance Tudget

Thereafter, the Committee shall annually prepare a tentative
operating and maintenance budget for the ensuing cnlendar year, at-
taching thereto provision for any installment of principal or inter-~
est to become due in such year,om any bonds, or other evidence of
indebtedness of tihe District and any other capital costé to be

apportioned to the member municipalities, On or before November
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15 the said Comﬁittee shall submit to the City Manager of the city
of Lowell and the chairman of the board of selectmen and the chair—
man of the finance or advisory cozmittee of the member towms a
copy of such tentative operating and maintenance budget which
shall be itemized as foilows or be in such further detail as the
regional district school committee may deem advisables

l. Administration

24 Instruction

3. Other‘School Services

4, Operation and Maintenance of Plant

5. Fixed Charges

G, Comﬁunity Services

7. Acquisition of Fixed Assets

8. Debt Retirement and Debt Serviée

9. Programs with Other Distri cts end Private Schools

(C) Final Cperating and Maintenance DBudget

The Committée shell adopt an annual operating and maintenance
budget, iﬁcluding debt and interest charges and any other current
capital costs as sepuraﬁe items, on or before December 1 for tbe
ensuing calendar year, and the said Commiitee shall apportion
the amounts necessary to be raised in order to meeti the said bud-
get in accordance with the provisicns of subsection IV (ﬁ), IV(E),
and IV{F). The amounts so apportiocned {o each member municipality
shall, prior to Dacember 31 of each year preceding thé calendar
year to which said budget relates, be certified by the distriet

treasurer to the treasurer of each member wunicipality, and each




municipality shall eppropriate the amounts so certified ,




page 15

SECTION VI TRANSPORTATICN

Schooi trensportation shall be provided by the regional school
district and the cost thereof shall be apportioned to the member

punicipalities as an operating cost.
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SECTICN VII AMENDMENTS

(A) Limitations

This egreement may be amended frqm time to time in the manner
hereinafter provided, but no amendment shall be made which shgll
substantially impair the rights of the holders of any bohds, notes
or other obiigations of the District then outstanding; or the
rights of the Distriet to procure the means for payment thereof,
provided that nothing in this section shall pr;vent the admission
of & mew tovm or towns to the District and the reapportionment

accordingly of capital costs of the district represented by bonds

or notes of the Districi{ then outstanding and of interest thereon,

(B) Procedure

Any proposal for amendment, except & proposal for amendment
providing for the withdrawal of a member municipality ( which
shall be acted upon as provided in Section I¥ ), may be initiated
by & two—thirds vote of all the mexhers of the Conmitiee or by a
.pétition gigned by 10‘per cent of the registered volers of any one
of the member municipalities, In the latiter case, said petiiion
shall contoin at the end thereof a certification by the town or
city clerk of such mewbher municipality as to the number of regis-
tered voters in said municipality according to the rnost recent
voting list and the number of signatures on the petition which ap;
pear to be the names of registered voters of said municipality and
said petition shall be presented to the secretary of the Committee,

In either case, the secretary of the Coszmittee shall mail or de-
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liver a noiice in writing to the board of selectmen of each of
the member towns and to the city council of Lowell that a pro-
posal to amend this égreement hag been made and éhall enclose‘a
copy of such proposal (without the signaiures in the case of a
proposal by petition ). The selectmen of each member {own shall
include in the warrant for the next annual or = speciel town
‘meeting called for the purpose an article s?ating the proposal
or the substence thereof, Such amendment shéll ake effect upon
its acceptancé by all of the member municipalities, acceptance
by each town to be by a mejority vote at a town meeting as afor=
said ;nd acceptance by the city of Lowell to be by a majority

vote of its city council,
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SECTION‘VIII ADMISSION OF ADDITIONAL TOWNS TO TILE ﬁISTRICT

By en amendment of this agréement adopted under and in accord-
ence with Section VII above, any other town or towns wmay be admit~-
ted to the regional school district upon adoption as therein pro-

vided of such amendment and upon scceptonce by the towvn or towns

seeking admission of the agreement as so amended end also upon com—
plisnce with such provisions of law as may be applicable and such

terms as may be set forth in such amendment .




pege 19

- (A} Limitations

town meeting in the case of a town or by a vote of two thirds of -

the members in office. of the city council in the case of the city

SECTICN IX VITIUDRAVAL

The iithdrawal of a member ounicipality from the District may
be effected by an amendment to this agreemént in the manner here=
inafter provided by this section., Any member mnicipality seek-

ing to withdraw shall, by e majority vote at an annual or special

of Lowell, reguest the Comnittee to draw up an amendment to this
agreement setting forth the terms by which such municipality may
withdrav from the District, provided that the. said wunicipality
shall remain liable to the District for its share of the indebt-
edness of the District outstanding at the time of such vithdrawal,
and for.intefesﬁ thereon, to the same extent end in the same man-

ner as though the muniecipality had not withdrawn from the District,

(B) Procedure
The clerk of the municipaiitj seeking to withdraw shall notify
the Comaittee in writing that such mmunicipality has voted to re~
quest the Committee to draw up an omendment té the agreement {en-
closing a certified copy of such vote ), Thereupon, the Committee
shall drav up an amendment to the apgreement éetting forth such
terms of withdrawal as it deems odvissble, subject to the limite -
tion contoined in subsection VII (i}, The secretary to the Comu
mittee shall mail or deliver a notice in writing to the board of
selectuen of ecach member towm ond to the city council of the city

of Lowell that the Committee hes drawvn up an amendment to the




page 20

agreement providing for the withdréwal of a membef mﬁnicipality

( enblosing a copy of such amendment ). The selectmen of each
mepber towvm shall_inélude in-the warrant for the next anrual or a
special towvn meeting called for the purpose an article stating the
amendment or the substance thereof. Such amendment shall take
effect upon its accepfance by all of the member municipalities,
acceptance by each town to be by a majority voté at a town meeting
as oforesaid and acceptance by the city of Lowéll to be by’arvote

of two thirds of the members in office of its city council,

(C). Cessation of Terns of Office of Vitlidravine Municipality's

Members
Upon the effective date of withdrawal the terms of office of

all members serving on the regional district school committee from

the vithdrowing municipality shall terminate and the totel member- x

ship of the‘Committee shall be decreased accordingly,

F




poage 21

SECTICN X ADHISSIOE OF PUPILS RESIDING CUTSIDE TIIEL DISTRICY
Tﬁe Commitice may accept for enrollment in the regional dis-
trict sclhiool pupils from municipalities other than the member i~
nicipalities on & tuition basis, Income received by the ﬁistrict
from tuition pupils shall be deducted from the total operating

costs in the next anmuel budget to be.prepared after receipt there-

of, prior to the apportionment under Section IV to the member

menicipalities, ' -
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SECTICH XTI RIPLOYAENT OF TEACiNIS /ND OTHER PERSCNNEL

Every teacher serving at the discretion of the local school
comtni ttee of a member municipality of the District { tenure tedch—
er ) whose position is superseded by rezson of the establishment
and operation of the regional school district, shall be employed
by the regional district school cormittee., Such teacher shall not
éguire teaure in accordance with the provisions of Section 42 B
of Chapter 71 of the_General Laws, but shallréguire tenure in the
manner otherwise-profided for by law; Any teacher not serving at
the discretion of the local school comzittee of a member-ﬁunicipal—
ity of ﬁhe District ( nontenure teacher ), whose position is super-—

seded by recson of the establishment and operation of the regional

school district, shall be given preferred consideration for similar

poéitions in the district school to the extent that such positions
exist therein., Any nop—teaching enployee whose position is super-
seded by reason of the establishment and operafion of the regional
school distriet, shall he given préferred considera£ion for similar
positions in the district school to the extent that such positions

exist therein,
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ECTION XTI INROLIXENT OF PUPILS

Prior to the beginning of each school year the Commitiee
shall determine the enrollment capacity of the district school
fior the school year., The Committee may from time to time iﬁa
crease or decrease such enrollment cap&city.i A guota of pupnils
from each municipality who shall be entitled to attend the dis—
trict school shall be determined by multipiy?ng such énrollment
caéﬁity by the fraction which has for a numef&fnr the school pop-
ulation of the memﬁer mﬁnicipality and which has for a deloRina-
tor the total school population of all the meﬁber muni cipalities,
For the purposes of this section "school population” of a memher
municipality shall be defined as the number of pupils residing
therein who were errolled in grades one through twelve, inclusive,
in_any public, private or parochial school wherever located, on
the precedinglﬁctoberl;- in the evenl that any member municipali-
ty does not fill its quota, tue available space shall be distri-
buted to the remaining mamber'muﬁicipalities or shall be availa-
ble for use by tuition pupils from mnicipalities other than
the member municipalities in a manner determined by a mﬁjority

fote of all the members of the Cormittee,
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the 11th  day of May

)ﬁ—{,l éﬂ%

IN WITNESS WiHEREQF, this agreement has been executed as of

, 1967,

IOVWELL, DRACUT, DUNSTABLE,
il PEPPmELL AND TYHGSBOROUGH
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PLANNING BOARD
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department o

Education
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MAY 92 1057

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Emergency Finznce Doard
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